Neuronal and muscular alterations caused by two wheat endosperm proteins, puroindoline-a and alpha1-purothionin, are due to ion pore formation.
Using the patch-clamp technique it was found that the toxicity of the two wheat endosperm proteins puroindoline-a and alpha1-purothionin probably results from the dissipation of ion concentration gradients essential for the maintenance of cellular homeostasis.